POETRY - Pablo Neruda
And it was at that age...Poetry arrived

in search of me. | don't know, | don't know where

it came from, from winter or a river.
| don't know how or when,
no they were not voices, they were not
words, nor silence,
but from a street | was summoned,
from the branches of night,
abruptly from the others,
among violent fires
or returning alone,
there | was without a face
and it touched me.
| did not know what to say, my mouth
had no way
with names,
my eyes were blind,
and something started in my soul,
fever or forgotten wings,
and | made my own way,
deciphering
that fire,
and | wrote the first faint line,
faint, without substance, pure
nonsense,
pure wisdom
of someone who knows nothing,
and suddenly | saw
the heavens
unfastened
and open,
planets,
palpitating planations,
shadow perforated,
riddled
with arrows, fire and flowers,
the winding night, the universe.
And |, infinitesmal being,
drunk with the great starry
void,
likeness, image of
mystery,
felt myself a pure part
of the abyss,
| wheeled with the stars,
my heart broke loose on the wind.
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INCREASING TEEN LITERACY
WHAT |S GET |_|T'7 THROUGHC L ASSICAL POETRY!

Founded in 2006 in Los Angeles, Get Lit is a leading non-profit presenter of
literary performance, education, and teen poetry programs. Get Lit uses
the memorization and recitation of classic poetry as a launch pad for
teen-created spoken word, fusing the two forms of expression into com-
pelling performances, conducted by teens in school, after school, and
through the organization’s own select group of Get Lit Players. Get Lit has
reached over 15,000 at-risk teens in more than 45 high schools, turning
students into motivated scholars inspired to stay in school and thrive.

MISSION

Get Lit is dedicated to bringing the power of poetic expression to at
risk teens through a standards-based curriculum fusing classic litera-
ture and poetry with contemporary Spoken Word performance tech-
nigues. Get Lit's programs are designed to boost literacy, foster cul-
tural understanding, and encourage creative self-expression. By
Immersing teens in the world of great books (often for the first time),
Get Lit equips students for future success in college and the work-
place by building concise writing skills and dynamic public speaking
abilities and a foundation of self-confidence.

GOALS

* Expand performance and writing skills of Los Angeles’ high
school students through exposure to classical literature and
poetry.

* EQuip teens with communication skills to successfully navigate
the challenges they face.

* Nurture teens and provide leadership skills by implementing peer
to peer learning strategies.

* Prepare teens for college and future careers.

* Develop life long learners who participate in the arts.



PROGRAMS

GET LIT in school

A standards based literacy program where
students work on the writing and recitation of
classic/spoken word poetry techniques.

RESULTS

* |t is one of the few programs approved by
both the Los Angeles Unified School District
and as an Arts Education Provider.

* Professor James Catterall & his UCLA team
give Get Lit’s IN SCHOOL CURRICULUM a
“resounding endorsement” and say that it
significantly increases the literacy rates,
efficacy, and self confidence of teens in its
programs.

INCREASING TEEN LITERACY
THROUGH C| ASSICAL POETRY!

Get Lit Players

A troupe of teen poets who come from South-
ern California high schools. They perform both
classic and spoken work poetry for over 10,000
teens each year, inspiring their peers to read,

write, participate in the arts, and be leaders in

GET LIT after school

RESULTS

*15 selected teens from high schools through-
out LA participate in our Get Lit Player program
and receive up to 200 free poetry workshop
and performance hours a yeatr.

*65 Get Lit Players have completed the pro-
gram since inception.

* The Get Lit Players were recently invited to
the White House where they were recognized
by Michelle Obama for their poetic talent and
community outreach.

An after school performance program that

explores classic and contemporary poetry in an
interactive forum. It also offers a place for teens
to construct their own pieces and perform them

RESULTS

* Teens get one on on one assistance with
reading poetry and interpreting complicated
text as well as writing original poetic
responses. Vocabulary and grammar skills
increase dramatically.

*Get Lit workshops expose students to
advanced, college level reading material,
which gives students interest in material
beyond grade level and confidence in their
abilities to meet the rigorous demands of
college level work.

LITERATE

A program for graduates of the Get Lit Player
program, ages 19-25. LITERATE members often
perform in concert with the Get Lit Players and
also work as poetic mentors.

RESULTS

*LITERATE provides over 35 hours of mentor
training and residency at LAUSD schools as
standards-based mentors.

*LITERATE members continue to develop as
artists and the on going exposure helps them
to promote their own creative endeavors in
poetry, music, film, and other art forms.

ous demands of college level work.




PROGRAMS

NEXT step

A program that provides the Get Lit Players &
GET LIT LA teen editors with one on one guid-
ance through the college application process;
SAT/ACT prep & essay writing courses; and
scholarship opportunities.

RESULTS

*Nearly 100& of our graduating teens go to
college.

*Over 70% of our teens receive college scholar-
ships.

INCREASING TEEN LITERACY
THROUGH C| ASSICAL POETRY!

Get Lit LA

An online publication created by teens for teens
that is devoted to the arts. Professional journalists
are teamed with teen editors to create story
ideas and content around topics of
Film/Poetry/Music/Social Action/ and Art. Teens
from the community weigh in with their response.

CLASSIC slam

An annual teen poetry event to launch in April
2012 during National Poetry Month. At this event,
Southern California teens recite classic poetry as
well as perform their own spoken word poems
and compete for poetic supremacy for thou-
sands of their peers!

RESULTS

*Using the expertise of 8 professional writers and

journalists, Get Lit LA provides teens with valuable

job experience in the areas of journalism, web
design, marketing, and Board development.
* It brings together teens from different
sections of the city — for increased dialogue and

understanding, transcending race, gender, socio

econimics, and geography.

RESULTS

*Get Lit will train 16 teachers in the writing and
recitation of classic/spoken word poetry
techniques. This will bring Get Lit’s proven IN
SCHOOL curriculum to teens who might other-
wise have no exposure to the arts.




NOTE FROM FOUNDER:

Words are powerful. They enter our dark, ignorant places and light them. 0

| have been a teacher, private mentor and literacy coach, working in
schools and libraries in NYC, Los Angeles, and San Francisco, for

almost twenty years. A few years ago | implemented a poetry INCREASING TEEN LITERACY
program I’d created in a high school in South Central, Los Angeles. THROUGH CL ASSICAL POETRY!

We reviewed many poems including the Langston Hughes poem,

"Expendable," which prompted a discussion of the Iraq war. We talked

about Walt Whitman's "Do | contradict myself? Very well, | contradict myself. | am large. | contain multitudes"
--- and | asked them --- "are you more than the face you present to the world?" We discussed Zora Neale
Hurston's "Ya gotta go there ta know there" ---and | asked them--- "where have you been?"

One day, a boy named Victor, turned in a piece of loose-leaf paper that said:

I’'m sad

I’m thinking things that hurt my feelings.

I want to be someone else better than me

| want to change everything | see around me.

I’m feeling lonely.

I’m feeling that something beautiful is going to happen.

And | wondered, would something beautiful happen for Victor?

Would he graduate from a school with a 75% drop out rate? Would he go to college when less than 50% of gradu-
ates from his school did? Would he survive the violence of his streets where gang bangs and drug deals were con-
stant?

| wanted to show Victor a world he’d never seen, so | left him the gift that had saved my life... love of books.

In books, (different than movies and TV where you watch other people) the heroes you meet inevitably begin
looking like you do. The adventures, trials, explorations they face, YOU face. As they grow, YOU grow. Itis a power-
ful transference. Reading raises standardized test scores BUT MORE THAN THAT it raises confidence, compassion,
optimism, and belief in oneself!

As educators, we cannot possibly reach every student that needs us. We can impart in them a desire, thirst,
demand for knowledge any way they can get it. It has been created for them, and it is waiting. It will not come
to them. They have to reach for it.

We have to give them the desire to extend their hand!

Diane Luby Lane
Founder, Executive Director, Get Lit-Words Ignite

Diane Luby Lane

Founder, Executive Director, Get Lit-Words Ignite

Los Angeles' leading nonprofit presenter of literary performance, education and teen poetry
programs, and the Get Lit Players, an award-winning classic teen poetry troupe, who perform
for over 10,000 teens each year. Lane is author of Words of Women, a compendium of original
monologues for women published around the world and has appeared in numerous films,
television shows, and national commercials. Her critically acclaimed one-woman show, Deep
Sea Diving (AKA Born Feet First), has toured high schools and colleges across America with
poet Jimmy Santiago Baca. In recognition of her work as an educator and creator of Get Lit's
ground-breaking literacy curriculum, Lane has received the James Patterson Page Turner
Award for promoting literacy and the KNX Hero Award. She has been featured in the LA Times
and PBS and is on the Board of the Los Angeles Drama Club, which brings Shakespeare instruc-
tion to underserved elementary school youth.



GET LIT SUPPORTERS & PARTNERS

INCREASING TEEN LITERACY -

THROUGH CL ASSICAL POETRY!

Get Lit has grown exponentially due in large part through the help & genius of
our supporters and partners.

FINANCIAL SUPPORTERS

Foundations Corporations
: : . JetBlue
Angell Foundation Muskin Family Foundgtlon USC
Annenberg Foundation Ragsdale Foundation Actors’ Gang
Good News Foundation Social Capital Philanthropists Ashgrove
Flourish Foundation Water Buffalo Club DirecTV
Link 2 Literacy Michael R Zomber GM
Charitable Trust Foundation Office Depot

PROGRAM PARTNERS

Opportunities For Learning
Public Charter Schools

EMS

identity. voice. power. imagination. m——

youthspeaks.org




GET LIT BOARD OF DIRECTORS “11-’12| @

+ .5 a -
b 1
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Miles Beller
Writer/Editor/Board Member
Carl Jung Institute’s Phychological Perspectives

Eric Fullilove
CFO
World Vision International

Natalie Geld
Writer/Producer/Educator
Co-Founder/Creative Director of WhyCon: The Human Mind + Brain

Paul Jablon
President, The Jablon Group, Insurance & Financial Services
Co-Founder of the Water Buffalo Club serving disadvantaged youth in LA

Diane Luby Lane
Teacher/Author/Actress/Founder
Get Lit-Words Ignite

Heidi Neitert
President
British American Business Council/International Circle of the LAWAC

Jose (Platao) Rocha
VP of Broadcast Operations & Production
DIRECTV Latin America

Jill Rosenthal
Writer/Journalist
Practicing Attorney

Christine Spines
Writer/Teacher, Emerson College
Senior Writer, Entertainment Weekly



GET LIT ADVISORY BOARD

Jimmy Santiago Baca . :
Poet/Writer/Winner of the Pushcard Prize R A
W!nner of the Amencgn Book Award INCREASING TEEN LITERACY

Winner of the International Prize for Poetry THROUGH C|L ASSICAL POETRY!

James Catterall
Professor Emeritus, UCLA Graduate School of Education & Information Studies

Jimmy Collins
Cinematographer/Director at MacGuffin
Founder of Jayan Productions and Hopewell Films

Nora Ephron
Writer/Producer/Director/Screenwriter

Rafe Esquith
Teacher/Author
Winner of National Medal of Arts

Eric Fischl
Painter/Sculptor
Founder & President America: Now and Here

Dana Goodyear
Teacher/Staff Writer at The New Yorker
Co-Founder and President of Figment

Richard Hansen
Member of State Bar of California/Partner at Hansen Seto LLP

Carol Muske-Dukes
Writer/Poet Laureate, California

Jeanette Pavini
Writer/Columnist for Wall Street Journal
Award Winner Consumer & Investigative Reporter

Ed Pearl
Founder of the Ash Grove (Music Club)

Tim Robbins
Actor/Director/Writer
Acrtistic Director, Actors’ Gang

Michael Zomber
Screenwriter/Novelist
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INCREASING TEEN LITERACY
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Provin

A troupe of teens presents
works to young audiences,
and literature suddenly gets
very real.

ScoTtTt GoLD

or as long as he can remember,
Dario Serranos life was all
screeching tires and echoing
gunshots, babies’ cries and
barking dogs, a symphony, as
he puts it, of “hood rats and gangsters,”
of “patos and papasos” — dudes and
numskulls, loosely translated.

By high school, he'd pretty much giv-
en up on himsell. He bounced around
between three schools. He started sell
ing pot, though he always seemed to
smoke more than he sold. His GPA fell
to 0.67, which is about as bad as you can
get and still be showing up.

Literature, it is fair to say, was not
resonating. “I mean, “The Great Gats-
by'?" he says incredulously, and when
he puts it like that, Lincoln Heights
does leel pretty far from Long Island.

When a friend suggested that poetry
might be his thing, Serrano scoffed,
Grudgingly, he started tapgging along to
a poetry club, and one day last year he
took hiz lunch break in a classroom

L

OUT THERE

poetry’s power

AUDIENCE AWAITS: Jazmine Williams, 15, a Hamilton High sopho-
more, leads the other Get Lit Players onto the Dorsey High School stage.

where a teen troupe called Get Lit was
holding auditions.

Gt Lit's artistie director, an African
American artist named Azure Antoi-
nette, performed an original eomposi-
tion called “Box,” a denunciation ol any-
one who would define her by the color of
her skin, who would lump together,
thoughtlessly, faces of color:

.

mes

latimes.com

“The general population has come to
A consensus that we dont have a
prayer,” she sald, her voice filling the
room. “All we have is prayer. ... We are
not vietims.™
Thiz, Serrano thought, was some-
thing he could get behind.
Today the nonprofit Get Lit Players
[Se¢ Out There, Payge BE]
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PRACTICE: At left, Daniela Rocha, 18, s Hamilhon H
ns well. On Wisdnesday, their Hamilion High School

INCREASING TEEN LITERACY
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Get Lit Players bring literature to life
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I RoBERT GAUTHIER Los Angeles Times
LEADER: Get Lit founder Diane Luby Lane, right, chats with Daniela Rocha. Lane was a
model and college dropout in the 1980s when she decided to become versed in literature.
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